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Conference Call, January 27
Agenda \/

Below is an abbreviated outline of the January 2@nference call, for more details This is the first edition

please visit the website of a bimonthly
Call Goals: newsletter we will be
U Review timeline progress and goals. using to keep all the
U Review the current working model( i.e. corniti@e division). members updated on
U Finalize keynote speaker decisions. the USPCN progress
U Finalize workshop details (hnumber, functions) and planning.
Call outcomes: If you have material
U The timeline will be amended to include current progress and reflect futureabout meeting
work. outcomes or new
Restructuring of the planning committees will commence. initiatives please
Suhér Hammad and Dr. Rabab Abdulhagill be invited to speak at the contact Firas AlShafei a
conference. F.AlShafei.newsletter@
U Workshop events were divided into 9 workshops a day. Gmail.com

Forum Usage

The forums on the website are a great organizational tool that is much
underused. The forums woulatovide a place for groups to collaborate and stay in _
touch. We would be able to keep all the information in a single location instead of W this Issue
being scattered throughout the email. uMIN‘UTESJan. el
Meeting

The forums have subategories for committees, events, news, and socialudision  (WEBSITHUtilizing

all of which have more detailed categories. Forums
How to use the forum:
U Go towww.palestineconference.org/forum (o.[ 'E)éCDMerTTEES
G /tAOl 2y GKS GwSIAAGSNE Ayl Ay utﬁi?am:ﬁsi%‘%iﬁﬁf (i
information. U Dec 30 Dayton,
Log in using the information you provided while registering. OH Meeting
U ¢2 LRad I ySg (2LAO OtA0O1 2y GKS abSg ¢2LAO0E
the category you desire. WPRESS RELEASES
U ¢2 NBLXe& G2 | Lkradg OtA0] 2y GKS atz2aid wSLX e¢
WARTWORK
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Dayton, OHMeeting - 12/30/2007

Local Committee

On December 30a Palestiniarfiamily graciously hosted a Popular RaleSHillan Conference 2008
meeting in Dayton Ohidlhe meeting was attended by gy 30 o 72
Palestinians ranging between the ages of 14 and 65 with both gend
fully represented.This figure excludes the children whdeatded, i.e.
between the age of 2 & 14.

The afternoon began witfood and banter as participants became
more fully acquainted AmerOthmanopened up with a brilliant
discussion of the state of Palestinian presence in the US and glossg
briefly over thesituation back homeHe began to then discuss our
potential role as Palestinians in the US, our current state and :
contextualized all of that by giving detailed reference to the History &&=

Palestinians & the Palestinian movement in the UBis was followd by aninspiring PowerPoint
presentation.

The discussion part was challenging and gracefully & powerfully addres$é&d &ghman All issues
6SNE RAaA0dza&aSR FTNRY G(GKS LINIAOALIY(GAaQ KSOGAO ao
Palestinian fothose refugees present, to tangible action items.
Most of the participants were mothers/fathers, entrepreneurs, and students, all of whom were highly
excited about the initiative and very anxious to hear tangible action ideas¥Mor®thman He
suggeted forming a grocer's union & discussed GUPS at length both of which were eagerly received.
The meeting concluded on a very positive note & with many questions & ideas shared.
Meeting Outcomes:

i A Dayton Committee was formed to liaise with the USPCN CC

U The next meeting is planned for January 20, 2008
U All agreed to have a Palestinian Festival in Commemoration of Al Nakba G208
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LocalCommittee: San FrancisGaCAMeeting - 12/14/2007

On December 1% 2007, the Arab Resource and
Organizig Center (AROC) of the San Francisco Bay Area hosted
Monadel Herzallah and Noura Erekat for a community potluck and
discussion of Palestinian activism in the U.S. and the upcoming
Palestinian Popular conference. The goal of AROC was not only to
help suppot the build up to the Popular Conference, but to also
use this moment to bring together and energize Palestinians in
the Bay Area to plan for the 80commemoration of the Nakba
and beyond.

At the event, Monadel gave a slideshow presentation on the
history of Palestinians organizing in the U.S. Noura described the

Popular Conference and gave the recent history of organizing for

it. We also heard from Lubnabout the meeting in Paris kicking

of an international Palestinian youtletwork and from John&deh,who has attended some of the
Popular Conference plannimgeetingsin D.C The presentations were followed by a discussion of the
Popular Conference and organizing locally both for the conference and otherwise. At the end of the
meeting, Palestiniasin attendance decided to meet again as an ad hoc committee to take action on
organizing Palestinians locally. Some ideas for what this committee might take up are: spreading the
word about the Popular Conference, organizimlocal event about the 8Ganniversary of the Nakba,
setting up a local mechanism for providing feedback to national Popular Conference organizers, and
doing thorough planning for outreach to and organizing of local Palestigipagicularly those that do
not usually attend politial events.

Ultimately, the 68' commemoration of the Nakba is moment that we hope will energize, inspire,
motivate and build unity among Palestinians locally, nationally andrat the world. The December
14" meeting in the San Francisco Bay Area wasng small (40 attendees) but necessary step and
contribution in our collective fight for justice.

Another meeting was held on January"1&he meeting discussed various workshops and
activities. The local chapter will be holding a fundraising eveSaim Francisco on Thursday Februdty 7
at 522 Valencia St.
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